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Dudley Monthly Economic Insights, July 2025

Monthly GDP fell by 0.1% in May, following a contraction of 0.3% in April, mainly caused by a significant decline in the production and
construction sectors. Recent indicators suggest the growth outlook remains fragile, with momentum uneven across sectors. Persistent falls in
hiring and subdued investment point to ongoing caution among households and businesses. Inflation is proving stickier than hoped — driven
by higher energy prices, utility bills and rising pay in some parts of the public sector. Set against all this is an increasingly fragile labour market,
where the increase in National Insurance contributions and the National Minimum Wage, has led to a slowdown in hiring, particularly in
consumer facing services (e.g., hospitality and retail). In Dudley, new data on unemployment and NEET raises major concerns.

Monthly Monitoring Indicators

ﬁ UK Consumer Price Index (CPI)

ﬁ West Midlands Business Activity Index
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e Utilising a base year of 2015, UK CPI was 138.9 in June 2025 — an increase of 0.3% from the previous month.
e The West Midlands Business Activity Index increased from 50.4 in May 2025 to 50.9 in June 2025.
[> Dudley Job Demand and Interest Trend ﬁ Dudley Claimants
., 12,000 15%
§ 2| § 10,000 g
g f| & H I I I I I 10% 8
i 5| = 8000 A <
¥ 5| 5 6000 I 5% &
£ il 8 4000 g
7 il S 0% &
Bicafiinnd
g 0 5% 2
0 < < < < < < <t [Tel n wn n n wn
, A AR B I B L ) B
° Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul ‘oo § 3 éb § 5 é g E" E g 2‘ g E

=~ Live Postings -{)- Live Postings (Previous year) =)~ New Postings

=~ Interest Quotient -{D- Interest Quotient (Previous year)

) New Postings (Previous year)

. Aged 16-24 mmmm Aged 25-49 mmmmm Aged 50+ Total Percentage Change

In the past month: 2,078 job postings (-34.8% YoY), 636 new postings (-65.3% YoY). 2.1 (high) Interest Quotient.
In total, 9,670 claimants in June 2025; +105 since May 2025, (+440 since June ‘24).

[> Dudley House Price Index
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4> Dudley salary Trend
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Dudley’s House Price Index was 102.8 in May 2025. The monthly Index increased by 0.6%.
In the past month, on Adzuna: Median Salary of £34,013 per year, +4.6% year-on-year.
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https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/inflationandpriceindices/bulletins/consumerpriceinflation/june2025
https://www.natwest.com/business/insights/economics.html
https://www.adzuna.co.uk/adzuna-intelligence/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmarket/peopleinwork/employmentandemployeetypes/bulletins/regionallabourmarket/previousreleases
https://landregistry.data.gov.uk/app/ukhpi/
https://www.adzuna.co.uk/adzuna-intelligence/
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Other Recent Data Releases

The Office for National Statistics (ONS) have released experimental data on quarterly business enterprise and deaths at a local level,
now up to Q2 2025. Analysis for Dudley shows:
o 290 business births in Q2 2025 (-6.5%, UK -12.9% since Q1 2025).

= Q22024 -Q2 2025 Change: Dudley , UK -4.2%.
o 265 business deaths in Q2 2025 (-20.9%, UK -11.5% since Q1 2025).
= Q22024 -Q2 2025 Change: Dudley , UK -2.4%.

The ONS Annual Population Survey (APS) has been updated to show data for the year ending March 2025 for labour market activity:
o Dudley Employment Rate: 73.7% (-3.1 percentage points (pp), UK unchanged at 75.4% since the year ending March 2024).
o Dudley Unemployment Rate: 7.2% (+4.9pp, UK unchanged at 3.9% since the year ending March 2024).

Department for Education have released data relating to those aged 16-17 who are Not in Education, Employment or Training (NEET)
for the 2024/25:
o Dudley NEET (inc. not known): 21.5% (+10.7pp, England +0.2pp to 5.6%).

The ONS estimates of green jobs publication shows that in 2023, there were 17,900 jobs in high-emitting industries and 30,900 jobs
in low-emitting industries in Dudley.

Data from the Department for Energy Security & Net Zero and the Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy shows for
Dudley in 2023:
o Carbon dioxide emissions: 949 Kt CO,e ( , National: -5.7% since 2022).

The latest government data reveals a 21.3% increase in school suspensions and 16.1% increase in permanent exclusions since academic
year 2022/23. Data for Dudley shows:

o 4,607 suspensions (rate of 11.3%), +13.7%

o 97 permanent exclusions +15.5%

Ageing-better report shows homes in England are more likely to have mould than a large screen TV. In total, one in every four homes
in England risk putting their inhabitants’ physical health and mental wellbeing at risk with damp issues. For the West Midlands region,
24% of those aged 55-64 years old reported a problem with condensation, damp or mould in 2022/23.

The FutureDotNow calculator allows an organisation to estimate the economic benefits of upskilling their own workforce in the 20
tasks set out in the Essential Digital Skills Framework by quantifying the return on investment of building workforce digital skills.

A new publication from Nesta reports that obesity and excess weight costs the UK economy around £31bn a year in lower
productivity. That’s equivalent to 3p off the rate of income tax for everyone in the country.

London Economics research shows that the total economic impact of formal volunteering activity in England in 2021/22, based on
the replacement cost and wellbeing benefits of volunteering, was estimated at £24.69bn. This represents an average economic impact
of £2,012 per volunteer.

A new national report from Resolution Foundation finds that there is a wide and growing gap between rich and poor when it comes to
the share of their spending going on essentials. The poorest fifth of working-age households now spend 51% of their after-housing
budgets on food, energy, transport, clothing and childcare, up from 46% in 2006; the richest fifth spend just 39% (38% in 2006).

Economy and Business Intelligence
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Economic
Outlook

e  Following on from the Industrial Strategy, published last month, the Government has recently published both the Life
Sciences Sector Plan and the Financial Services Growth and Competitiveness Strategy. We also saw the publication of
the long-awaited Compute Roadmap by DSIT.

e Recent data from the Office for National Statistics (ONS) reveals monthly real gross domestic product (GDP) is
estimated to have fallen by 0.1% in May 2025, following a fall of 0.3% in April 2025 and growth of 0.4% in March 2025.
Real GDP is estimated to have grown by 0.5% in the three months to May 2025, compared with the three months to
February 2025, largely driven by growth in the services sector in this period.

e NIESR project GDP growth of 0.2% in the second quarter of 2025. However, fragile demand conditions and persistently
weak private investment are likely to limit the strength of growth this year. The Chancellor’s fiscal headroom remains
limited by historically high levels of public borrowing and debt. Her spending plans now hinge heavily on reviving
economic growth, underscoring the urgent need for credible reform to stimulate business investment.



https://elinkeu.clickdimensions.
https://elinkeu.clickdimensions.
https://elinkeu.clickdimensions.
https://elinkeu.clickdimensions.
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/grossdomesticproductgdp/bulletins/gdpmonthlyestimateuk/latest
https://niesr.ac.uk/publications/weak-momentum-and-tough-fiscal-choices?type=gdp-trackers
https://www.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/business/activitysizeandlocation/bulletins/businessdemographyquarterlyexperimentalstatisticsuk/apriltojune2025
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/participation-in-education-training-and-neet-age-16-to-17-by-local-authority/2024-25
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/environmentalaccounts/bulletins/experimentalestimatesofgreenjobsuk/july2025
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/uk-local-authority-and-regional-greenhouse-gas-emissions-statistics
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/suspensions-and-permanent-exclusions-in-england/2023-24
https://ageing-better.org.uk/homes-state-ageing-2025
https://futuredotnow.uk/the-futuredotnow-calculator/
https://www.nesta.org.uk/report/the-economic-and-productivity-costs-of-obesity-and-overweight-in-the-uk/
https://londoneconomics.co.uk/blog/publication/estimating-the-economic-and-social-value-of-volunteering/
https://www.resolutionfoundation.org/app/uploads/2025/06/bare-necessities-FINAL.pdf
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The UK economy made a strong start to the year but, sadly, the momentum didn’t last. The first quarter was boosted
by some activity being brought forward to beat April’s introduction of US tariffs, and the signs are that momentum has
been lost into Q2. While EY don’t expect a recession, the EY ITEM Club Summer Forecast expects weak growth over the
remainder of this year and into the start of 2026. Nonetheless, the strong start to the year has contributed to the revision
of the 2025 GDP growth forecast to 1.0% from 0.8%. EY still expect growth to be 0.9% next year, before settling at 1.5%
from 2027.

Trading
Environment

The Consumer Prices Index including owner occupiers' housing costs (CPIH) rose by 4.1% in the 12 months to June 2025,
up from 4.0% in the 12 months to May. On a monthly basis, CPIH rose by 0.3% in June 2025, compared with a rise of
0.2% in June 2024. The Consumer Prices Index (CPI) rose by 3.6% in the 12 months to June 2025, up from 3.4% in the
12 months to May. On a monthly basis, CPI rose by 0.3% in June 2025, compared with a rise of 0.1% in June 2024.
NIESR’s measure of underlying inflation, which excludes 5% of the highest and lowest price changes to eliminate
volatility and separate the signal from the ‘noise’, has slightly up ticked but remains modest at 1.9%, indicating that
headline inflation figure is driven by large price increases in a few sectors, with inflation rates broadly falling for most
items. Persistent wage growth and increased government spending will also be sources of inflationary pressure this
year, although the fall in oil prices may have some downward impact.

NIESR forecast inflation to remain above 3% target throughout 2025 and only fall back to the 2% target on a lasting
basis by late 2026.

The latest NatWest Purchasing Managers Index (PMI) reports the West Midlands Business Activity Index increased
from 50.4 in May 2025 to 50.9 in June 2025, signalling a quicker rate of expansion and one that was the fastest for nine
months. Survey participants attributed output increases to better-than-usual weather, greater demand for some
services and the approval of pending orders. The UK Business Activity Index increased from 50.3 in May 2025 to 52.0
in June 2025.

The West Midlands Future Business Activity Index decreased from 75.2 in May 2025 to 70.7 in June 2025, the highest
of any region across the UK. Confidence in a rise in output came from new product releases, pending quotations and
hopes of better demand conditions.

FSB's latest Small Business Index survey found that the proportion of small firms expecting to contract, sell or close
outnumbered the percentage hoping to grow.

Barclays Bank reveals four in five businesses in the Midlands have seen revenue growth despite global trade
headwinds, and more than five times more likely to feel optimistic (81%) than uncertain (15%) about their prospects
over the next five years. However, global trade tensions have had an impact with 77% of Midlands firms, and 81% of
companies in the West Midlands, expressing concern over US tariffs and broader trade uncertainty - and nearly half
(47%) of businesses surveyed have said they are planning changes to their operations or supply chains in the US in
response to President Donald Trump's tariffs.

BDO research reveals more than a third (35%) of regional companies are confident about their growth prospects over
the next 12 months. Expansion plans also include opening new premises, recruiting staff and investing in new
technologies and R&D. Midlands businesses see exports as an important part of their growth strategy over the next year
— with almost two in five (39%) citing strong or growing demand as their main motivation. More than half (51%) said
favourable trade agreements or government support in receiving markets makes them more attractive.

New data from Business Growth West Midlands reveals 40% of businesses are actively pursuing financial support -
including SME Grants - to scale operations, acquire assets, or support ongoing growth. About 25% are seeking to
increase their workforce or invest in equipment to enhance operational capacity. Roughly 10% of businesses are
planning acquisitions to expand service lines and gain competitive advantage. 35% of respondents cited low cash
reserves or restricted access to capital as a primary constraint. 15% highlighted the need for process automation and
technology integration to improve productivity.

New data from Barclays reveals the number of UK businesses grew in Q1 2025, but equity investment and grant funding
declined. The UK saw a 16.3% increase in new business registrations in Q1 compared to Q4, totalling 213k. In the first
three months of 2025, equity investment activity declined across the UK, with a 7.27% average drop in investment value
between Q4 2024 and Q1 2025. Overall, grant funding dropped by 15.4% drop over the last quarter, representing £16.8m
less funding than the UK saw in Q4. Barclays data reveals that in the West Midlands there are 438,329 businesses, up
4.2% since last quarter, and incorporations are up 18.4%. however, investment is down 19.6% to £84.4m and grants
are down 40.7% to £6.7m.

This comes as new data shows businesses in the Midlands collectively accounted for 13% of UK administrations in the
first six months of 2025, according to analysis by law firm Shakespeare Martineau. Firms in the East Midlands accounted
for 6% while West Midlands companies made up 7%.



https://www.ey.com/content/dam/ey-unified-site/ey-com/en-uk/newsroom/2025/07/ey-uk-ey-item-club-summer-forecast-07-2025.pdf
https://www.ey.com/content/dam/ey-unified-site/ey-com/en-uk/newsroom/2025/07/ey-uk-ey-item-club-summer-forecast-07-2025.pdf
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/inflationandpriceindices/bulletins/consumerpriceinflation/latest
https://niesr.ac.uk/publications/housing-costs-and-food-prices-keep-inflation-elevated?type=cpi-trackers
https://niesr.ac.uk/publications/housing-costs-and-food-prices-keep-inflation-elevated?type=cpi-trackers
https://www.natwest.com/business/insights/economics/economic-outlook/purchasing-managers-index-reports.html
https://www.fsb.org.uk/media-centre/press-release/for-first-time-more-small-firms-expect-to-shrink-than-grow-fsb-report-MCE6YQJ2KESVDRHDLFQOXFX5T32Y
https://www.expressandstar.com/news/business/2025/07/21/barclays-bank-highlights-2025-business-growth-as-mp-promises-new-era-of-prosperity/
https://www.insidermedia.com/news/midlands/midlands-firms-optimistic-about-export-plans-despite-global-trade-turmoil-bdo
https://www.businessgrowthwestmidlands.org.uk/articles/business-growth-west-midlands-launches-growth-canvas-insights-report/
https://home.barclays/insights/2025/06/RegionalInvestmentMap/
http://www.insidermedia.com/business_directory/detail/shakespeare-Martineau
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However there was an overall increase in new businesses set up in the Midlands in June, at 6,014, which is a 4.17%
jump compared to 5,773 in May. The June figure is also almost one fifth higher (18.29%) than the 5,084 start-ups
established 12 months previously in June 2024.

Birmingham hosts the second highest number of large corporate firms outside of London, according to new research
from HSBC UK. The HSBC UK Corporate Tracker shows that the second city hosts 182 large companies, which together
employ more than 260,000 people in the city and whose collective turnover is in excess of £32bn. This is beaten only by
Leeds and closely followed by Manchester. In total, there are 1,019 large corporates in the wider West Midlands region,
with the largest companies by headcount including Mitchell & Butlers, Aldi and National Express.

There is a growing consensus among researchers and policymakers that improving the poor UK productivity
performance at the aggregate, regional and sectoral levels requires sustained political leadership, significant public
and business investment, as well as close policy coordination. NIESR have developed a collection of 14 essays to bring
together pro-productivity policies.

Labour
Market

Estimates for payrolled employees in the UK fell by 135,000 (0.4%) between May 2024 and May 2025, and by 25,000
(0.1%) between April and May 2025.
The estimated number of vacancies in the UK fell by 56,000 on the quarter, to 727,000, in April to June 2025. This is
the 36th consecutive period where vacancy numbers have dropped compared with the previous three months, with
vacancies decreasing in 14 of the 18 industry sectors.
Annual growth in employees' average earnings excluding bonuses in Great Britain was 5.0% in March to May 2025,
and annual growth in total earnings including bonuses was 5.0%. Annual average regular earnings growth was 5.5% for
the public sector and 4.9% for the private sector
UK employment moderately rose on the quarter to 75.2%, while inactivity has been continuously falling, recording 21.0%
in the three months to May 2025. The unemployment rate reached its highest level in four years.
The Midlands recorded a marked reduction in permanent placements at the end of the second quarter, according to
the latest KPMG and REC, UK Report on Jobs survey, with the rate of decline the strongest since January. The date for
June also shows that temp billings rose only fractionally.
The British Chambers of Commerce (BCC) latest Quarterly Recruitment Outlook (QRO) shows hiring remained largely
static in Q2 as firms dealt with the employer National Insurance (NI) hike.

o Recruitment remains static with 55% of firms attempting to hire staff in the last three months (compared with

54% in Q1)
o Hiring remains challenging despite some respite, with 73% of firms reporting difficulties in Q2 (76% in Q1)
o Transport and logistics (80%) and construction (77%) sectors were most likely to be facing recruitment
problems

o 23% of businesses increased the size of their workforce in Q2, compared with 20% in Q1

o Only a quarter of firms (25%) expect to increase the size of their workforce over the next three months.
If current trends in sickness absence continue, in the next five years, the UK economy can expect to lose £66.3 billion
annually in lost productivity due solely to long-term sick leave. New research published by WPI Economics analyses
three policy actions to improve the UK'’s approach to workforce health that, if implemented, could generate benefits
of up to £1.3bn a year. To reduce health-related inactivity, there must be a focus on improving not just physical but also
mental health.
New data from the 2024 Employer Skills Survey, published by the Department for Education, shows a welcome decline
in skills shortage vacancies as a proportion of all vacancies — down from 36% in 2022 to 27% in 2024. However, the
level of skills shortages remains broadly unchanged from 2017 (22%), highlighting a persistent and entrenched challenge
for the UK economy.
Fewer than half of young people (47 per cent) felt ready for work after education, finds |IPPR.
London Economics were commissioned to assess the economic impact of the University of Warwick, focusing on the
2022-23 academic year. The total economic impact of the University’s activities on the UK economy in 2022-23 was
estimated at approximately £3.8 billion.



https://www.insidermedia.com/news/midlands/start-up-numbers-rise-in-the-midlands-but-region-records-sudden-hike-in-companies-with-late-payments-r3
https://www.insidermedia.com/news/midlands/birmingham-has-second-highest-number-of-large-companies-outside-london-hsbc-uk
https://niesr.ac.uk/publications/pro-productivity-policies?type=occasional-papers
https://www.ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmarket/peopleinwork/earningsandworkinghours/bulletins/earningsandemploymentfrompayasyouearnrealtimeinformationuk/latest
https://www.ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmarket/peopleinwork/employmentandemployeetypes/bulletins/jobsandvacanciesintheuk/latest
https://www.ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmarket/peopleinwork/employmentandemployeetypes/bulletins/averageweeklyearningsingreatbritain/latest
https://niesr.ac.uk/publications/unemployment-and-wage-growth-slowing?type=wage-trackers
https://www.insidermedia.com/news/midlands/midlands-record-marked-decline-in-permanent-placements-kpmg-and-rec
https://www.britishchambers.org.uk/news/2025/07/recruitment-static-as-firms-assess-ni-impact/
https://wpieconomics.com/publications/health-and-work/
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/employer-skills-survey-2024
https://www.ippr.org/media-office/half-of-young-people-leave-school-unprepared-for-work-new-research-finds
https://londoneconomics.co.uk/blog/publication/the-economics-impact-of-the-university-of-warwick/
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Manufacturing
and
Engineering

Manufacturers in the West Midlands have seen output recover to more than a tenth higher than that recorded in
2019, according to new research from Make UK and BDO. The manufacturing sector accounts for almost a sixth (14%)
of the region's total output, well above the national average. It contributes 270,000 highly skilled jobs, an addition of
9,000 jobs since 2023 and almost 10% of the region's employment overall. Three major sectors make up more than
half of manufacturing production with the largest being the transport sector (largely automotive) worth more than a
quarter (28.7%) of industrial output in the region. This is followed by the metals sector worth almost a fifth (19.9%)
and then machinery at 10.8%.

Construction

Construction output is estimated to have fallen by 0.6% in May 2025; this follows three consecutive periods of
growth, including an increase of 0.8% in April 2025.

Despite another improvement, the S&P Global Construction Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) still pointed to falling
activity in June as businesses continue to report limited opportunities for new work. However, as seen in other parts
of the economy, a deterioration in sentiment rather than output likely explains some of the reported weakness in the
construction sector.

Retail,
Hospitality
and Tourism

Retail sales volumes (quantity bought) are estimated to have fallen by 2.7% in May 2025, following a rise of 1.3% in
April 2025.

Retailers reported that annual sales volumes fell at a sharp pace in June, according to the latest CBI Distributive
Trades Survey. This marked the ninth month in a row of declining volumes. Retailers expect sales to fall again in July.
Recent figures from the British Beer and Pub Association show that pubs will close at the rate of one a day in the
UK during 2025. This is just the latest chapter in a familiar story — more than a quarter of British pubs have closed
since 2000.

The West Midlands visitor economy is expected to swell by up to £20 million according to research by the West
Midlands Growth Company. They said as many as 300,000 fans will come to the region at the start of July to give a
much-needed shot in the arm for the hospitality sector. Culture bosses say July’s ‘super weekend’ of events including
Black Sabbath’s Birmingham farewell will boost the region’s economy by millions.

This comes as the annual Mostly Jazz, Funk and Soul Festival brought 3,000 music lovers to Moseley Park in July,
generating £1m for the city’s economy every year.

Birmingham Airport is preparing for its busiest summer holidays ever, with 2.1 million passengers expected to pass
through the site over the six-week break. This represents a 5% increase compared to the same period last year.

The West Midlands Health Tech Innovation Accelerator has attracted nearly £50 million in private investment,

Digital / Tech tripling its original public funding and driving health-tech innovation and economic growth across the region.
The government has pledged to invest in the Midlands Rail Hub, a transformational rail improvement project which
is forecast to add 300 trains a day to the region's network and create almost 13,000 construction jobs. Midlands
Transport Connect's flagship scheme aims to improve services between Birmingham and more than 50 locations across the

Technologies
and Logistics

Midlands and Wales. It includes two major new junctions on the approach to Birmingham city centre.

The UK automotive industry is set to become a European leader in battery electric vehicle (BEV) production by
2035, presenting a significant opportunity for growth in the global EV export market, according to new data from
the Advanced Propulsion Centre UK (APC).

Environmental
Technologies

Ofgem proposes £8.9bn in electricity grid investment plans, while the UK’s electricity transmission operators are
willing to invest at least £12bn through 2031 on grid infrastructure.

Expensive electricity is biggest hurdle to Britain’s net-zero transition. The UK risks delivering less than two-thirds of
the emissions reductions it is legally required to by 2030, largely because high electricity costs are discouraging
heating electrification for homes, businesses and the public sector.

A forest area equivalent to the size of the Isle of Wight has not been planted because UK governments have failed
to meet tree-planting goals since 2020. The latest figures from Forest Research show that only 15,700 hectares of
trees were planted across England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland over the past year.

As many as 21 sites have been put forward as suitable for nuclear development in the Midlands. The majority of
those sites have been identified as being suitable to host small modular reactors (SMRs), in a study commissioned by
the government-funded Midlands Net Zero Hub.

A new study presents analysis of the UK-wide trends for three major pollutants — nitrogen dioxide (NO;), ozone (O3)
and tiny particulate matter known as PM,.s between 2015 and 2024 to calculate how often air quality targets were
breached. Both nitrogen dioxide and PM,.s showed robust decreases over the period 2015-2024, declining on average
by 35% and 30% respectively. In 2015-2016, the average Defra monitoring site exceeded the nitrogen dioxide target



https://www.makeuk.org/insights/reports/regional-manufacturing-outlook-2025
https://www.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/constructionindustry/bulletins/constructionoutputingreatbritain/latest
https://www.ey.com/en_uk/newsroom#tabs-463801edd6-item-ee5738562b-tab
https://www.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/retailindustry/bulletins/retailsales/latest
https://www.cbi.org.uk/media-centre/articles/retail-sales-fall-for-the-ninth-consecutive-month-cbi-distributive-trades-survey-june-2025/
https://www.cbi.org.uk/media-centre/articles/retail-sales-fall-for-the-ninth-consecutive-month-cbi-distributive-trades-survey-june-2025/
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2025/jul/10/last-orders-pubs-in-britain-will-close-at-rate-of-one-a-day-in-2025-trade-body-warns?CMP=Share_AndroidApp_Other
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c9w1e9gvey9o
https://www.insidermedia.com/news/midlands/birmingham-airport-to-welcome-2.1-million-passengers-in-its-busiest-summer-holidays-ever
https://www.techwm.com/article/west-midlands-health-tech-innovation-accelerator-unlocks-nearly-gbp50m-in
https://www.insidermedia.com/news/midlands/capital-investment-secured-for-flagship-midlands-rail-hub-project-could-create-almost-13000-construction-jobs
https://www.edie.net/report-uk-automakers-set-to-dominate-european-ev-market-by-2035/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=edie_daily_news_alert_02-07-2025&utm_content=edie_daily_news_alert_02-07-2025+CID_c919ac05576ade7cab43275dd78f35ff&utm_source=campaign%20monitor&utm_term=Report%20UK%20automakers%20set%20to%20dominate%20European%20EV%20market%20by%202035
https://www.edie.net/ofgem-proposes-3-1bn-reduction-in-electricity-grid-investment-plans/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=edie_daily_news_alert_02-07-2025&utm_content=edie_daily_news_alert_02-07-2025+CID_c919ac05576ade7cab43275dd78f35ff&utm_source=campaign%20monitor&utm_term=Ofgem%20proposes%2031bn%20reduction%20in%20electricity%20grid%20investment%20plans
https://www.edie.net/ccc-expensive-electricity-is-biggest-hurdle-to-britains-net-zero-transition/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=edie_daily_news_alert_25-06-2025&utm_content=edie_daily_news_alert_25-06-2025+CID_ec79a57c63297a0733166e724823bba6&utm_source=campaign%20monitor&utm_term=CCC%20Expensive%20electricity%20is%20biggest%20hurdle%20to%20Britains%20net-zero%20transition
https://www.carbonbrief.org/in-depth-qa-how-will-tree-planting-help-the-uk-meet-its-climate-goals/
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/statistics/time-series/
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/
https://www.edie.net/dozens-of-smrs-tipped-to-restore-midlands-as-nuclear-hub/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=edie_daily_news_alert_08-07-2025&utm_content=edie_daily_news_alert_08-07-2025+CID_edf2a499944906e7670443d4367eabed&utm_source=campaign%20monitor&utm_term=Dozens%20of%20nuclear%20SMRs%20tipped%20to%20restore%20Midlands%20as%20energy%20hub
https://pubs.rsc.org/en/content/articlepdf/2025/EA/D5EA00055F
https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/what-are-the-who-air-quality-guidelines
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SECTOR KEY INSIGHTS
on 136 days per year. By 2023-2024, this had dropped to 40 days per year. For PM,.s, the number of days the
average Defra site breached the target went from 40 to 22 days per year. While this is an improvement, the World
Health Organization advises that these targets should not be breached on more than four days per year.
New data from the Office for National Statistics showed the number of green jobs rose by over a third between 2015
and 2023, while direct employment in the renewable energy sector more than doubled over the same period.
This summer could see more than 5,000 deaths due to excess heat as temperatures look likely to exceed one of the
deadliest heatwave years on record, Centre for Ageing Better is warning.
Earth Overshoot Day creeps forward due to human exploitation of natural resources. Humanity exhausted the
Earth’s annual ecological budget by 24 July this year, meaning that 1.8 planets would be needed to sustain our rate
of resource consumption.
NEW INVESTMENT, DEALS AND OPPORTUNITIES
LOCATION SECTOR DETAIL
An ongoing surge in demand for round, flat and profile wire has seen Alloy
Wire International take on an additional 8000 sq ft of space and spend
. Brierley Hil Manufacturing nearly.£100,000 on.new te.chn.ology. The Brier.ley HiII-basg(.:I company has
International refurbished two units to give it the opportunity to reposition production
cells for greater efficiency and to free up room for the installation of new
machinery.
N Xeinadin has acquired AGS Accountants & Business Advisors, an
Xeinadin / AGS . . . - .
Professional accountancy practice based in Dudley. The acquisition will allow AGS to
Accountants & Dudley . . . . . . . .
B—usiness Advisors Services broader.1 its serv.lces, including specialist areas like R&D tax relief and
- succession planning.
Dudley-based Midland Pallet Trucks has signed a significant supply
agreement with the Ministry of Defence to support military facilities across
Midland Pallet Trucks Dudley Logistics the UK. The manual handling equipment company has secured a large-scale
order of 360 heavy-duty pallet trucks, specifically tailored to meet MoD
specifications, to be distributed to defence sites across the UK.



https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/environmentalaccounts/bulletins/experimentalestimatesofgreenjobsuk/july2025
https://ageing-better.org.uk/news/extreme-summer-heat-could-lead-more-5000-deaths
https://www.edie.net/earth-overshoot-day-creeps-forward-as-humanity-exploits-natural-resources/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=edie_daily_news_alert_28-07-2025&utm_content=edie_daily_news_alert_28-07-2025+CID_ee7e816802e3e8d8dc36bdbaabb39805&utm_source=campaign%20monitor&utm_term=Earth%20Overshoot%20Day%20creeps%20forward%20due%20to%20human%20exploitation%20of%20natural%20resources
https://www.blackcountrychamber.co.uk/news/article/awi-expands-into-additional-units-following-100000-technology-investment/
https://www.blackcountrychamber.co.uk/news/article/awi-expands-into-additional-units-following-100000-technology-investment/
https://www.thebusinessdesk.com/westmidlands/news/2100051-dudley-accountants-acquired-by-professional-services-firm
https://www.thebusinessdesk.com/westmidlands/news/2100051-dudley-accountants-acquired-by-professional-services-firm
https://www.thebusinessdesk.com/westmidlands/news/2100051-dudley-accountants-acquired-by-professional-services-firm
https://www.insidermedia.com/news/midlands/midland-pallet-trucks-secures-key-ministry-of-defence-contract

